The Jenin Creative Cultural Centre
Jenin is a third largest city in West Bank and is a major agricultural center. In 2007, the city had a population of 39,000.  Since the 2002 Israeli incursions the city has been hard hit, with an adjacent refugee camp with just over 10,000 residents. 
Many of the projects and programmes we take for granted are absent and the West Bank does not have the infrastructure to support youth projects and community initiatives that are (until the cut at least) commonplace in Britain. 
The Palestinian National Authority (PNA), has significant financial problems and is unable to fund project such as JCCC and commercial funding is also very difficult to raise from a struggling economy dependent on foreign aid. [See further notes below].

The Jenin Creative Cultural Centre aims to use art to foster peace and justice in the Palestinian occupied territories, although it is much more than that and has initiated a broad range of projects.

The Centre prides itself on being open to all people regardless of their sex, colour, or religion, and the Centre is not affiliated to any political party or movement and this independence is essential for them to offer the cultural activities to the local community.  

The Centre relies on grants and donations from outside of the West Bank to pay for often short term projects. There is a paid secretary with the project co-ordinator only paid when project grants allow, and otherwise he earns his income as a translator (which is also fairly unpredictable). Project funding makes it hard to generate money for basic core costs let alone equipment such as laptops, projectors, or digital cameras, which would enable them to develop their arts base much further than they are currently able to.
There are a number of strands to their work, which includes:

Activities such as teaching languages, computer skills, and theatre and dance projects, most of which go on out of the centre.

Training for women on food production, embroidery and making goods from hay.

Training in conflict resolution and nonviolence to the local universities and to villages around Jenin.

Recently a German artist offered art workshops for painters from Jenin, with the cooperation of the Ministry of Culture. 
An American medical team carried out more than 200 eye tests and provided glasses for free.
Musical shows for elderly peoples homes and puppet shows at the schools and with other projects.

A football team for women aged 14-20, which will be the first women’s team Jenin, and they are hoping to be successful enough to represent Palestine. They have funding for a coach and basic equipment.

The Centre’s dance group visited Sweden in 2007 and the theatre group participated in festivals of dance in both Venice and Berlin. 
The project opened a bakery in February 2010, which has five staff (supporting a further 15 family members) and sells it products in Jenin and nearby towns. 
The project has a lot of ideas, but new initiatives cost money. Current initiatives they would like to develop include:

Building links with theatre groups and developing joint projects about the situation in Jenin / West Bank;

Building links with organisations that will sponsor volunteers who can help with fund raising and other organisational activities;


Equipment and project monies so they can deliver training on filming and photography to young people, so they are able to produce image work from Jenin;


Building links with agencies that are able to help with marketing their embroidery and handcrafts products that women produce to support their families;

Cultural exchanges with schools and other culture-based projects;
A bigger oven and a delivery vehicle so the bakery can expand. (At the moment half of the income goes to the driver who owns the car they use to delivery bread and cake). 

And much more
See websites: http://jenincreativeculturalcenter.wordpress.com/about/ and http://orgs.tigweb.org/jenin-creative-cultural-centre-
General notes about the West Bank:
Of course the West Bank is still under occupation which affects every aspect of people's lives including their freedom of movement; where they can work; whether families can live near each other; the level and quality of healthcare; education, and of course safety. 

In December 2006, unemployment had risen from 23% in 2005 to over 50%.[1] As a result of the Israeli naval and Egyptian land blockades, 85 percent of factories were shut or operating at less than 20 percent capacity.

In 2007, the economy in the West Bank improved gradually. Economic growth for the occupied areas reached about 4-5% and unemployment dropped about 3%. Israeli figures indicated that wages in the West Bank rose more than 20% in 2008 and trade rose about 35%. Tourism in Bethlehem increased to about twice its previous levels, and tourism increased by 50% in Jericho.[2] Life expectancy is 73.4, placing the territories 77th in the world, compared with a life expectancy of 72.5 in Jordan, and 71.8 in Turkey. [3] 
The West Bank and Gaza economies have become heavily reliant on foreign aid which stood at 1.8 billion in 2008. Approximately 30% of the GDP, foreign aid provides essential services for nearly half of the Palestinian people, and allows the Palestinian Authority to operate and pay its estimated 140,000 employees.[4] 
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