Boys Talking Sex
We still know relatively little about young men’s attitudes and opinions towards a range of sexual health matters. This is particularly the case for more time sensitive or emerging issues.

Boys Talking Sex will not be a research initiative, but it will be a way to generate young men’s views, and opinions that could help to inform developing practice; get a street response to policy changes and campaigns and point in the directions that both practice and policy may develop.

The project will be piloted for a year, with the following aims:

1. To provoke and record young men’s opinions, views, experience and attitudes towards a range of sex and relationship related topics and issues;

2. To provide workers with a series of session plans and ways of raising topical issues with boys and young men;

3. To produce accessible ‘Boy Talk’ led material that can be used in a range of ways from testing ideas and approaches through to opinion-based material for programme development.

It is envisaged that this project will initially run for a year, its impact and effectiveness measured.

To give an idea of how the project would work, an email has been drafted (below) which will be sent out to workers:
Boys Talking Sex

Do you want to be at the front end of building an evidence base for work with boys and young men?

Do you want to receive very practical, interesting and innovative session plans to deliver to groups of boys and young men (11-18)?

Do you want to receive regular updates about what young men think, which will help you raise issues in your local area?

Then read on

We still know relatively little about young men’s attitudes and opinions towards a range of sexual health matters.

Boys talking sex is a new investigation project that aims to reflect the views, opinions and attitudes of 11-18 year old boys and young men about a range of issues related to sex and relationships.

How Boys Talking Sex will work:

1. We send you a session plan (at least once a month), which you then deliver to a group of young men on a topic related to sex and relationships. This maybe anything from 2 or 3 questions on condom use, through to a session plan on sexual bullying.

2. We provide you with a mechanism that you and the young men complete and return to us at the Boys Development Project;

3. We analyse the replies (from yours and at least 100 other young men), write these up and send back to you. You can then feed these back to the young men to provoke a further discussion on the theme.

For those themes we think replies are of a significant value to others developing work with boys and young men we will make these available. We want to concentrate on themes that are critical to developing targeted services and those that can be added to what will be a developing SRE curriculum. We envisage these themes to include such topics as:
Sexual bullying

Pornography

Internet use

Gang and group sexual violence
Safety in school

Relationship violence

General attitudes towards young women (i.e. when do girls dress provocatively?)

How can you break the law sexually? 
Whatever we write up will have at least views from 100 young men and usually more. This will make the results a significant backdrop for you to use as an evidence base for the development of local initiatives.

If you are interested in being a part of this project, please reply with your contact details (email, phone and postal). We will then send you a registration form where you will need to give us some details of young men you are in contact with. This will not involve names or contact details, but will give us data where we can sample a little. Once registered, on your returns to us you can indicate a code for the young man and we will know his details. This will allow us to be able to say such statements as “120 young men aged 14, living in cities across the UK said “………….”

Please feel free to forward to any of your colleagues who will be interested and if any of this isn’t clear, please contact me on the email or phone numbers below.

Regards,

Trefor Lloyd

Boys Talking Sex

(A Brook Project)

