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Boys Talking Sex

What they say about young men - basic information about your responses

Of the 70 registered organisations 50 delivered the session and uploaded their feedback. The sessions delivered involved 222 young men aged 10-25, with 82% aged 14-19:
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93% were white European and the rest were Black African, Black Mixed, Pakistani and Bengali. 

Twenty one of the workers said that at least 75% of the young men were sexually active.

The aim of this session was to engage young men in discussions about attitudes toward them, and their attitudes towards others. We did this by sending 70 workers 50 quotes about men and young men in particular, or by men about men. We asked workers to read them out and see how young men responded to them.

We then asked workers to record these responses under the following seven headings, these are the main points that emerged:

Negative attitudes toward men in general and young men in particular

That the media were always negative towards young men.
That the media only concentrated on a small minority of young men and that made everyone look bad.

A lot of comments where young men were defensive about their behaviour and for some they came out attacking young women for their negative attitudes towards young men.

“These lads are all involved with the youth offending team and are particularly sensitive to how the media portray them”.

“They felt very strongly about this issues and felt that the way they are often negatively perceived by people, especially teachers at school, was unfair”.

“The young men felt that it is always going to be a small minority that creates a bad reputation or negative image of young men”.
“They were quite defensive of expectations others had of their behaviour”.
“They reacted strongly (to these attitudes), but came back with negative and sexist views towards women in defence of themselves”.
Young women’s attitudes towards young men

Girls too often go for the bad man rather than the good.
Young men felt pressured by young women rather than the other way around.
The young women have a poor image of young men because they base this on the way they behave in front of their mates.
Some were surprised that young women had such a negative image of young men.

“They could see that young women knew what fools young men were, but something be it desire, sexual attraction , rebellion - meant that the bad boys were the ones who got attention”.
“It was felt that young women pressure lads far more than the other way round”.

“Quote 43 raised discussion about young women's attitudes to young men - "No, this is not really true - if you really like a girl you want to get to know them, course you want to talk to them,  its such a stereotype that men are only wanting sex, its just so negative."

“Some of them were surprised that the young women felt like that, especially when it was a negative comment”.

“They discussed that young women had a poor image of young men as this is what they see when young men show off in front of mates , and that they don’t get to see the real person”.
“They seemed to perceive a large degree of hypocrisy in what women want and their behaviour towards men”.

Young men’s attitudes towards young women

Girls have all the power in a relationship.
It was easier for the girls because the boys had to do the running.
For some this was put down to the girls being less confident that the boys.
Girls too often got in the way of their friendships (bros before ho’s).
That a lot of the comments made towards girls were not meant in a ‘nasty way’.
“Positive mainly although they identified that young women they knew were under pressure from boys”.
“They felt girls had all the power in relationships”
“This group displayed a more respectful attitude than the previous group towards young women. They felt like they had to do the running when chatting up girls and that it was easier for a girl”.

“The young men in the group felt that most of the young women their age were less confident than them and that they have to do all the chasing. "I usually feel like I have to do all the chasing, it would be surprising if a girl asked me out." 

They also felt that some of the young women they knew tried to get attention from young men in the wrong way "Sometimes girl's kiss each other to get boy's attention - face book is full of girls I know doing this at parties - it just makes them look so stupid."

“Pretty positive, but they did have issues around girls getting in the way of friendships "bros before ho's".
“They felt that it was fine to call a girl a whore to her face, even if it was their own girlfriend, as they didn't necessarily mean it a 'nasty' way!”
“The young men had a positive attitude towards young women. They were relaxed about assertive young women and didn't feel threatened by them”.

"Some girl's are pressured by the popular lads, some of the lads start rumours and that and they can be really hurtful."
"I think that girl's get embarrassed in front of the boys more than the boys get embarrassed in front of the girls."

Consent; intimidation; violence; communication, when it is joking and when it is not

There was a general view that derogatory comments went both ways between young men and women, and that everyone knew this wasn’t serious. 
Some commented that they knew where the line was, while others were not so sure. 
There were some extreme comments such as if girls get upset they ‘must be on their period’.

Young men on the whole knew it was not right to intimidate or use violence.

Consent was understood by most, although the issue of age arose and a view that if the girl lied about her age that shouldn’t come back on the young man.
“This group felt it was never alright to hit a girl and they generally would not use bad words to refer to her.”
“They did not see using derogatory terms with the girls was a problem and if the girl complained she was probably on a period!”
“This group was very knowledgeable about consent, but discussed about not being clear on a girls age and that they can only check and do their best to make sure she is not underage , but feel that they should not be punished if she was found to be underage”.
“There seemed to be a general consensus that there was a lot of room for derogatory humour between men and women, but that it goes both ways, and that it stops being funny as soon as one person stops finding it funny. They did not seem to have much sympathy for quote 5, and generally thought that if she was not happy with what he said, joking or not, then she should leave him”.

“The quote about the girl being called names - she is not over reacting. Sometimes it’s hard to tell where the line is. We muck about with girls and call them names sometimes, but they call us them back”.
Pressure on boys to conform to what their mates think they should be like

A number of comments saying that they did feel they had to conform in front of their mates and act in certain ways.

Some did not think this was a strong as others made out.
There was a suggestion that some young men put pressure on themselves (not to be a virgin in year 11 for example).
“A few of the young men in the group felt that they had to conform when in the company of certain mates otherwise 'they would take the piss'. They commented that they wouldn't say certain things in front of them in class because they would feel stupid. Some of the young men commented that sometimes one of the young men in the group took things too far."

“They did feel there was a bit of pressure on them to behave a certain way, and one young man is very different in terms of attitude and opinion on things when he friends are not around”.
“A lot of the comments where they had to give off a good impression in front of their mates and that this then impacted in what their image was seen as”.
“They pressure on themselves. Even if lots of people are not having sex, once you get older you feel like you should be having sex. Wouldn’t want to get to year 11 and still be a virgin”.

"Its not about acting up or being something you're not, its about doing what needs to be done, about stepping up when stuff is important. You can be a man and be genuine and be a decent bloke, its all part of it."

Sex education and GU clinics

Sex education needed to be delivered by someone with a sense of humour; knowing what they are talking about; not taking it too seriously and being relaxed. These qualities were seen as more important than their age or their gender.
There was also a view that nasty pictures and hard hitting approaches worked best.

Lots of complaints about the poor quality of sex education or that they couldn’t remember what they did get.
The same qualities were thought to be important in the GU clinic welcoming and friendly were as important as direct and business like, but not over-friendly!!

“The group suggested sex education should start at any time from age 11 to 15yrs, they didn't mind who delivered it as long as they knew what they were talking about. They didn't mind whether they saw a male or female in the clinic”.
“Young men felt very strongly about sex education in school especially as four in the group go to a catholic school and don't get much. They felt that it was about the person who was delivering it, "you need someone with a sense of humour, who feels relaxed about it and won't take things too seriously, I don't think it matter about their age they just need to be able to talk about it and understand where we are coming from." 


“Felt that sex education in school was rubbish and did not get enough information, as they had one or two lessons on the subject and that was it”.

“They thought the sex education with the nasty pictures and hard hitting truths was the most effective, and one suggestion was that they should replicate what they do on fag packets on packets of condoms and pictures of STI. They were split on how GUM clinics should be, with one half saying that they should work harder to smile and be welcoming, while the others thought it didn't matter, you weren't there for a nice chat they just wanted to be checked out, told what they need to know, and get out”.

'The sex education we get at school is like one lesson and that's it, it's rubbish and we had it at middle school. It should start in year 7".

1. Homophobia and heterosexuality

There was the full range of comments and attitudes from strongly homophobic through to acceptance with comments about ‘friends that are gay’.

Also a range of predictable comments such as ‘as long as they leave me alone’, against gay men, but like the idea of lesbians and wanted to join in, ‘and why would you choose to be gay and get such a hard time’.
“Strong opinions, very wrong for men to be gay but ok for women. Many thought lesbianism was funny and wanted to join in”.

“The group were homophobic and stated none of their friends were gay and that it was weird to be gay”.
“People being gay doesn't bother me- each to their own and all that." 
"we have people in our year who are openly gay and at first some people didn't accept it, but everyone seems fine with it now, they don't get picked on."
"A  girl came out at school and a lot of the girl's were horrible to her - saying she had slept at their houses and she might fancy them."

“The young men made very sweeping statements and created a normal world and discussed how that this would be so different if they were to go to a gay world as in visiting a gay bar or a friend coming out to them, they used the words normal when talking about heterosexual men and women, they talked about fear, but also that they feel it has become more acceptable in today’s society”.
“Although they did seem to take exception as a group to overtly feminine men and campness, they all said it didn't really matter to them whether their friends were gay or not, "as long as they don't fancy me or anything it don't mean shit" most of them claimed to have gay friends. There was quite a bit of discussion about men who they thought were hypocrites for condemning gay men, but would love to watch two women 'get it on'”.
“Why would you choose to be gay - they get such a hard time”.
"If one of us were gay the rest of us would be paranoid!"
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