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Sessions summary
1. More than half of young men answered each of the 12 questions correctly. While their knowledge of the law was good, the session still provoked a good lively discussion for most. 
2. Young men were very quick to highlight what they saw as the contradictions in the law, and wanted the law to be as clear and straight forward as possible. 
The questions young men had most difficulty with were those were more that one element needed to be considered. So if it was just about age, that was OK, but if it was about position of authority as well (question 8), this made it much more difficult. 
Many young men thought there were some aspects that ‘trumped’ everything else. These included being over 16 and making decisions for yourself (Q8) and being able to do almost anything if you were on your own property (Q10).
3. Questions where young men said they were ‘having a laugh’ (touching girls breasts; filming on a phone and exposing themselves), they thought the law took these far too seriously. Some questions they knew were against the law, but were very surprised how seriously the law took them (Q9 life for sex with a 12 year old girl).
4. Most young men seemed to see an even playing field when it came to sex and thought it was unfair that they were criminalised (and not the girls). They were surprised they were blamed for something they didn’t think they did (Q6). Some young men saw the law as a more general attack on men, by women.
5. A number of workers thought that the exercise highlighted predatory attitudes in some of the young men. Some highlighted the tensions between what they said happened regularly and the fact that it was illegal!! So, for example sex outside.
6. Some young men said they would be more cautious and that they would change their behaviour, as a result of knowing the law.

Young men thought that sex and the law was an important topic to address in sex education.
What the young men said and workers reported
1. More than half of young men answered each of the 12 questions correctly. While their knowledge of the law was good, the session still provoked a good lively discussion for most.

`
“There was a lot of discussion about consent and age”.
“Especially round the issues of the boys being at fault”.
“Particularly around age of consent; if a girl lies and the law being harsher on men”.

“They raised many things regarding underage sex which were myths, and were shocked by the answers”.

 “How much they know and how much they want to know. They were desperate for knowledge!!!”

2. Young men were very quick to highlight what they saw as the contradictions in the law, and wanted the law to be as clear and straight forward as possible.

“With filming, what if someone sends you something?”

“They felt that if they picked up someone who was 15 in a club where everyone was supposed to be 18 to get in, then it was unreasonable to expect them to know that she/he would be any younger, as 18 is already meant to be the legal minimum age of everyone in that environment by law”.

 “That the law can sometimes be hard to understand especially around the differences for young women and that many of the sexual acts that they thought did not come with a sentence in prison actually do”.

3. The questions young men had most difficulty with were those were more that one element needed to be considered. So if it was just about age, that was OK, but if it was about position of authority as well (question 8), this made it much more difficult.

“Why can’t a teacher have sex with a 17 year old - a 17 year can make decisions for themselves.”

"If you get off with her in a night club where she is already meant to be 18 to get in, how can the law say its our fault if she's only 15?" 

Q8. “The young men said that they could gain status within their peer group if they had a relationship with a teacher, but this was probably fantasy rather than reality. One young person said "it should be ok to come on to a teacher if you are 17".

“They give out condoms at 13, but age of consent is 16, why? That's a bit confusing.” 

4. Questions where young men were ‘having a laugh’ (touching girls breasts; filming on a phone and exposing themselves), they thought the law took these far too seriously.

“There was surprise from a couple of boys that they could be expelled for touching a girls breasts in class and that there had been exclusions for this”.

“I think the discussion around touching girls as a joke did make them think. Because we are a detached project there were girls present and they said they have never touched a boy’s genitals for a joke which generated an interesting discussion”.

“People film people all the time!!”
“Why are so many laws designed to stop you having fun?”
5. Some questions they knew were against the law, but were very surprised how seriously the law took them (Q9 life for sex with a 12 year old girl).

“The law that stated if you had sex with a 12 year old you could be imprisoned for life - very surprised and felt that it was harsh”.

“Q5. One young person in particular was extremely surprised by the possible sentence they could face as he said "I've done that loads of times with girls".”
6. Most young men seemed to see an even playing field when it came to sex and thought it was unfair that they were criminalised and not the girls. They were often surprised that they were blamed for something they didn’t think they did (Q6).

“Boys get punished for under age sex, but girls (particularly lesbians) get away with it”.

“It’s really hard to prove if a girl is out of order; it’s like its always the lads fault or easy to blame them”.

“Is the law always on the side of the girls?”

“Most boys were surprised that there was an onus on them to ensure that a girl was of a consenting age”.

“It’s not fair the law is harder on boys than girls”.
“The lads felt that the law was sexist”


“Why is it always the lad that gets done, girls are sometimes far worse than lads”.


 “A woman must have made these laws”.

7. Some of the young men saw the law as a more general attack on men, by women.

“The system is set up to attack the men”.
“Why does everything to do with sex make men look like the bad guy? Why do people assume that I’m going to do something so stupid or be an idiot just because I am a man?”
“It really was negative; it ended upwith the guys thinking I was accusing them of doing something stupid in the future”.

8. Some workers thought that the exercise highlighted predatory attitudes in some of the young men. 

“Very good discussions on all questions, some good knowledge known on consent and the law, although a lot of work to be done to break down social barriers and cultures in terms of healthy relationships and respectful sex.”
“They were blatant about the laidback attitude to sleeping with anyone, anywhere, anytime”
9. Many young men thought there were some aspects that ‘trumped’ everything else. These included being over 16 and making decisions for yourself (Q8) and being able to do almost anything if you were on your own property (Q10).

“It’s my garden, I can do what I want”.

10. Some young men said they would be more cautious and that they would change their behaviour, as a result of knowing the law.

"Too Right!! I'm gonna make a girl show me some I.D."...."Yeah..and make sure she's not bladdered"...

"We found it really interesting, but we would like to learn more about keeping ourselves and others safe"
“The questions about the law would make them think about having photo’s on their phones in future”.
“Yes it will make us more cautious.” 

 “There was a mentality of ‘It will never happen to me’ held by some of the young men”.
“Yes - one young man in particular who was over sixteen said he would definitely be more wary of sleeping with a young woman if she was under sixteen”. 


“One lad said he would have to ask to see a girl’s passport and birth certificate before he shagged her!"

“That often they don't make conscious links between the law and certain actions i.e. having sex with someone younger than them. There was certainly increased awareness of the consequences of actions that they had previously found quite funny such as 'flashing' genitalia or filming someone secretly and having sex in a public space”.

“I think it improved their awareness around making sure they took more care with choosing partners and trusting people, particularly around Q6”.

“Their opinion was that they learnt very little, however after the session a member of staff entered the room and they 'tested' them on a couple of questions- the lads were smug because they knew the answers and were happy to discuss their points of view”.

“I think the main thing they got was that they could get into a lot of trouble if they are not careful”.

11. Some highlighted the tensions between what they said happened regularly and the fact that it was illegal!! So, for example sex outside.

“The questions generated discussion around other issues such as having sex in a car/in the woods. The young people knew it was illegal, but felt that it probably occurred quite a lot because many  are limited where to go to have sex”.

“I think I might think twice now about having sex if the girl was 15 - but I think most girl's I know are having sex and they are 14 and 15”.
12. Young men thought that sex and the law was an important topic to address in sex education.

"Yes it is important that we get the right information, and that we can discuss it with our mates without being told off"

"We have sex education in school but never cover the law."
“How are we supposed to know this stuff if we don’t get told”.

13. Many of the workers found the exercise useful and it provided a route into important conversation. 
“It reminded me that a simple exercise can stimulate good discussion”.

“Two of the 4 young men admitted to touching girls breasts as a joke gave us a good opportunity to talk about this issue with them”.

“It confirmed my thoughts that there is a definite need to address the legal aspects of sexual activities and behaviours with young men and that gender expectations and pressures linked to masculinity issues can influence the decisions young men make around sex and inappropriate sexual behaviours”.

“Boys are desperate to discuss this matter in a mature manner with no repercussions”.

“How unclear some points of the law are and where they bump into moral issues and the additional work we could do around this”.

“It was good to have those facts and interesting to talk to young men about these issues, in particular how they see women in relation to sexual activity”.
Conclusions 

1. Sex and the Law should become an integral part of sex education. If young men do not know the law how do we expect them to stay within it? It also seems to be a strong motivator for young men, to avoid trouble.
2. Sex and the law appears to be a very good way to engage with young men in important areas, such as consent, age of responsibility and decision making.
3. There is a need for some straight-forward information for young men ensuring they know the law.
4. Aspects of the law that are more complex are important for young men to understand, such as consent and alcohol use; vulnerable adults and power imbalances and sometimes the law just isn’t fair!!
5. We need to engage with young men about the fine line between ‘having a laugh’ and breaking the law as well having a laugh at others expense. We, as workers, probably also need to understand when one finishes and the other starts.

Trefor Lloyd

5th July 2010.

Young men and the law - basic information about your responses and a summary of the questions]
Of the 70 registered organisations 41 delivered the session and uploaded their feedback. The sessions delivered involved 400 young men aged 10-25, with 88% aged 14-19:

10-13



37

9%

14-16



176

44%

17-19



178

44%

20-25



8

2%

71.5% were white European and 17.5% were Black British. 

Twenty one of the workers said that at least 75% of the young men were sexually active.

When asked how much the young men engaged with the session, 27 said it worked very well or better, with just two ticking the box that said ‘some bits a lot and others hardly at all’. The rest said the session engaged the young men ‘a reasonable amount’ or ‘more than usual’.

Young men’s right answers to the questions were as follows:

1. As long as a girl says she wants to have sex, it doesn’t

matter what age she is? 





FALSE 81%

2. If a girl is 12 and agrees to have sex, you are not 

breaking the law?






FALSE
85%

3. It is only rape if a male has vaginal sex with a female and 

she fights back?






FALSE
76%

4. If a boy touches a girls breast in class he could be 

expelled from school? 





TRUE
80%

5. It is OK to get a girl drunk so she is relaxed and 

more likely to have sex?





FALSE
81%

6. If a girl says she is 17, but turns out to be 15, the 

law can’t touch you?





FALSE
73%

7. If a girl is pressured to give you a hand or blow job and she is under

16 that doesn’t count as illegal sex?



FALSE
58%

8. If a male teacher has sex with a 17 year old girl he is

not breaking the law?





FALSE
61%

9. If you have sex with a girl who is only 12 you could be 

imprisoned for life?





TRUE
65%

10. You can legally have sex in your garden if you are 

both over 16?




TRUE
62%
FALSE
38%

11. If you get your penis out in public for a laugh you are 

not breaking the law?





FALSE
79%

12. If you phone film a girl taking her clothes off through 

her house window it is against the law?


TRUE
90%
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